
8th Grade ELA Beyond the Classroom	

Assignments for the week of APRIL 6TH – APRIL 10TH 	
Hey everyone! I hope you are well and I MISS YOU more than you could imagine. As we start distance learning 

this week, we are going to review some big things that we covered this year before we move on starting 
4/13. These activities are not meant to be new material, but to freshen up our minds before we venture on in 

the upcoming weeks. Please let me know via email if you have any questions about these topics. I am here for 
you for anything you need during this time!   

Remember to be reading any book, magazine, or anything of your choice for 20 minutes each day. 
ELA 8 – Choose 1 Option from Below 	

PRE-AP – Choose 2 Options from Below 	
Complete the plot and 
literary element diagram 
that is attached to this 
document.  

Complete the inference 
and characterization 
activity that is on this 
document.  

IXL –  
 Learning – Language 

Arts – 8th Grade  
 *email me if you need 
username and password 
A1: Main Idea  
80% or Higher Smart 
Score  

Go to newsela.com or 
another reputable site 
with articles, short stories, 
or current events. Tell the 
name of the article, 
website, and summarize 
it in 5-6 sentences.   

Hard copies can be turned in outside the auditorium or a picture can be e-mailed to me. 	
STORY ELEMENTS: 	

On the Plot Diagram below, fill it out thoroughly about the last book or story you have read. It is ok if it is a book 
we have read together. This shows your understanding of a story’s plot which is very important for reading and 
comprehending independently.  	
Important Terms 	
Theme: The universal life lesson that can be taken away from the story.  	
Protagonist: Typically, the GOOD main character of the story. This character usually has a goal to accomplish. 	
Antagonist: Typically, the BAD character in the story who tries to stop the protagonist’s goals. 		
 	
 	
 	



Inferences & Characterization: 	
Making inferences is extremely important. It is important because inferences prove that you 
are thinking critically and analytically. Inferences are when you make assumptions based off 
hints given in the text. A way that we often do this is by deciding what kind of people 
characters are (and let's be honest, in real life) based off the way that they act or the things 
that they say. After looking at the example below, make inferences about the characters 
based off what you read in each short passage.  	

Passage from the Text:  Inference about 
the bolded Character. Refer to the 

text!  
Jake is Cassie's older brother. One day they are 
walking home from school when a cold front 
rolled in and the temperature drops 20 degrees. 
Jake is dressed more appropriately for the 
weather than Cassie. He takes off his hooded 
sweatshirt and offers it to her. She gratefully 
accepts. Jake is now colder, but he is happier  

Jake is a very responsible and caring older 
brother. He gives away his warm jacket to his 
younger sister even though he knows that he 
will be cold. This reflects a selfless character.   

Craig is a football player training over the 
summer for next season. The coach demands 
that all players come in at 6:00 AM and lift 
weights until 8:00 AM, when practice begins. 
Craig gets there at 5:00 AM to begin his 
training.  

  

Kelvin found a wallet on the ground. 
He opened up the wallet and saw an old 
woman's ID card. Kelvin took the ID out of the 
wallet, walked to the woman's house, and 
returned the wallet to her.  

  

Scott doesn't talk much, but five girls in our 
homeroom class are currently competing for 
his attention. This is nothing new. Girls have 
liked Scott for as long as I can remember.  

  

Jonathan invited a bunch of friends over to his 
house. He then talked to them for hours about 
all the trophies that he had won, his rare 
comic book collection, and how much 
money his dad makes. His friends did not 
enjoy their time at Jonathan's  

  

 	
 	
 	
	


